


                                         
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
August 21, 2020 
 
The Honorable Tom Beamish, Mayor 
And Members of the Planning Commission and City Council 
City of La Habra 
110 E. La Habra Blvd. 
La Habra CA 90631 
 
RE: Support for Rancho La Habra Project 
 
Dear Mayor Beamish and Members of the Planning Commission and City Council: 
 
As you may know, the bylaws of the La Habra Area Chamber of Commerce appear to 
prohibit the Chamber’s Board of Directors from taking positions on development projects. 
In light of this, we sent the City a letter in January 2019 that only asked the Council to 
carefully review the Rancho La Habra project and “vote for the outcome that best serves 
the present and future needs of the City of La Habra.” 
 
We therefore write you today as individuals representing ourselves, not as representatives 
of the Chamber, to encourage you to approve the Rancho La Habra plan. Since our last 
letter, much has changed. First, the COVID-19 pandemic has unleashed serious negative 
impacts on City finances and the economic wellbeing of many La Habra businesses, and 
second, our understanding of the economic benefits of Rancho La Habra has increased and 
we now have the benefit of being able to see the environmental mitigations that are 
detailed in the project’s Draft EIR. Together, this makes a compelling case for approving the 
Project. 
 
Economically, the City will benefit long-term from at least $1.3 million in new tax revenues 
for the General Fund annually, which will net approximately $620,000 annually. These are 
funds that can be used to maintain needed City services and keep valued employees on the 
payroll. More immediately, the City will receive millions of dollars in various development 
impact, transportation mitigation and affordable housing in lieu fees that can help the City 
in the short term, reducing the need to draw on reserves to balance the City’s budget. 
 
As local business owners, we also recognize the considerable benefit that the more than 
1,600 future residents of Rancho La Habra will bring to the local economy. According to the 
National Association of Homebuilders, we can expect these new households to spend more 
than $5 million in their first year alone on home-related goods and services.  Thereafter, 
these families will be new customers for businesses throughout La Habra, from gas stations 
and garages to dentists and doctors. When you approve Rancho La Habra, you will be 
approving an economic spark that will help local businesses grow so they can continue to 
contribute to our community. 
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We are very sensitive to the arguments against Rancho La Habra, particularly those 
concerning traffic congestion, which can be detrimental to La Habra’s quality of life and its 
businesses. However, the Draft EIR includes nine pages detailing roadway and intersection 
improvements Lennar will help fund to relieve congestion throughout La Habra and 
neighboring communities. These funds will help improve traffic flow on the streets we and 
our customers use daily. Additionally, the Rancho La Habra plan intelligently limits the 
entry/exit points for each of its four neighborhoods so its traffic cannot overwhelm any one 
intersection. 
 
In summary, we believe the benefits Rancho La Habra will bring by converting an 
underused golf course into a dynamic economic engine far outweigh its well-mitigated 
negative impacts. We encourage you to review this proposal carefully, listen to the public’s 
comments, negotiate any reasonable changes you feel are necessary and, ultimately, certify 
the project’s EIR and grant the necessary approvals so the project can move forward. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 

 
 
    Mark Sanders       Eloisa Sharp    Roberto Guzman 
        
 
 
 
 
    Barbara Hernandez      Jenny Herrera    Sammy Kotob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Kwan Lee      Marie Laveaga 
             

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 




















































































































































































































































































